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5-!TH CONGRESS,
1st Session.

}

SBNATE.

REPOTIT
{

No. 80.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

JANUARY

16; 1896.-0rdered to be printed.

Mr. l\IITCHELL, of Oregon, from the Committee on Claims, submitted
the following

J:t'EPORT:
[To accompany S. 82.]

In the Fifty-third Congress a bill (S. 217) for the relief -of the heirs
of Jame Bri<1gcr was favorably reported by this committee in the
language of this bill and was passed by the Sen~,te, but no final action
was had in the House.
Your committee have again duly considered said bill and hereby
readopt said Report No 320, Fifty-third Congress, second session, and
report the bill back to the Senate without amendment and recommend
its passage.
Said report is as follows, to wit:
The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 217) for the relief of
the heirs of James Bridger, deceased, having bacl the same under consideration, beg
to submit the following report:
.
A similar bill ha,s been reported frequently from this committee favorably. The
bill during the last Congress was accompanied by Senate Report No. 625.
Your committee hereby readopt saicl report and report back the bill (S. 217) without ameudment and recommend its pa.sl:la.~e.

JAMES l3RIDGE&

Senate Report 'No. 625, Firty.oecond Congress, ftnt session.
Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 1198.]

Your committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1198) entitled "A
bill for the relief of James Bridger or his legal representatives," having had the same under consideration, beg to submit the following
report:
This claim was originally much larger than that stated in the bill,
and is for the value of alleged improvements constructed by James
-Bridger at Fort Bridger, and for the rent of certain premises at tha_t
point occupied by the United States .A.rmy and subsequently appropriated by the United States for its own use.
On the 14th of September, 1888, the Senate of the United States
adopted a resolution directing the Secretary of War to make a thorough
investigation of this claim. In pursuance of this resolution, S. B. Holabird, Quarterma ter-Geueral, U.S. Army, was directed by the Secretary of War to make the examination. On the 16th day of January,
1889, he ubmitted bis re1)ort to the Secretary of War, of which the
following is a copy:
WAR DEPARTMENT,
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., January 16, 1889.
Srn: Referring to your communication of the 18th of September last, transmitting
Senate resolution of the 14th of that month, which directs the fovestigation of the
claim of James Bridger for the value of the improvements constructed by him at Fort
Briel er (and the rent of said premises by the United States Army), appropriated by
the nited tates for its own use, etc.1 and a report of the amount equitably due,
together with the evidence, for the con 1deration of the Senate, etc., I have the honor
to tate that in the fall of 1857 a portion of the United States Army under the command of Brig. G n. Albert . Johnston~ on what is known as the Utah or Mormon
erp ~ition, went into camp at or near :I! ort Bridger, in Green River County, Utah.
_'fh_1s o-called fort was a trading establishment, erected some fourteen years preTiou , fo! the purpos~ ot: and in connection with trade with surrounding Indians.
m birteen l~g bmldings were construc~d, forming a hollow square, and surr~mncl d b_y a solid st.one wall about 18 feet high and 5 feet thick at the base. Oute1d of th1 wer outhouses, and a corral about 200 feet square also inclosed by a
e n
all. (Exhibit.6 12 and 13.)
'
In ov mb r, 1 -7, the United ta.tea took possession of the premises under a. lease
or ag-r m n made on the 18th of that month between said Bridger for himself and
qu , of the fir t part, and Capt. J. H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster,
L u1
. . Arm , of th
cond part.
Tb pr mi.
ov r d by th lease comprised 3,893 acres including the fort.
l'or 11 11
h reof th l ni d ta s agr en to pay th~ sum of $600 per annum;
but isuch i,a m nt aa not to commence until Bridger established his title to the
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land. The United States was to have the privilege at any time within. t~n years of
purchasing the premises upon the pa3ment of the sum of $10,000. (Exh1b1t 4 C.)
No rental has been paid under said lease, doubtless because Bridger never did nor
could establish his title to the premi.,es. (Exhibits 4 D, 4 F, 4 G, and 4 I.) The Interit>r Department never "recognized any private claim in the vioinity of Fort
Bridger" (Exhibit 4 G), and a military reservation embracing this tract was declared
by the President in July, 1859. (Exhibit 4 I.)
The Mormon forces retired from the advance of the United States troops; but
before they retired they "burned the lmildin.~s in and around Fort Bridger," so that
when the United States took possession of the premises in question there were no
improvements thereon, except "a high, well-built, strong stone wall, inclosing a
square of 100 feet." (Exhibit 2.)
It is true that several persons, some twenty or thirty years after the event, state
that when Gen. Johnston arrived at Bridger there were at the fort a number of loghouses and other improvements of the value of from $20,000 to $30,000. (Exhibits 6,
7, 8, 14, 15, and 19.)
These persons are unquestionably mistaken. They have probably confounded the
affairs then existing with those which existed before the destruction of the buildings
b y the Mormons.
This conclusion is inevitable, because Gen. Johnston, in making his report immediately upon taking possession of the premises, distinctly stated that the buildings
h ad been burned; and besides, he could not have overlooked, if they had existed, fifteen or twenty buildings, particularly as shelter for troops, as winter was approaching, and for supplies for his army were so much needed. (Exhibit 2.)
And again, Mr. Bridger would not have consented, as he did (Exhibit 4 C), to sell
to the United States for the sum of $10,000 improvements said to be of the value of
$20,000 to $30,000, and also the 3,898 acres of land which he claimed to own, if such
improvements existed when he executed the lease herein before referred to.
I mu st, therefore, report that the improvements at Fort Bridger at the time in qnest ion which w ere appropriated by the United States for its own use consisted of the
solid stone wall, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick at the base, inclosing a square of 100
feet. (Exhibits 2, 12, and 13.)
.
The wall was laid in cement (Exhibits 8 and 9) which was bronght from the States
at a very great expense on account of wagon transportation of 1,200 miles. A liberal
allowance for the improvements therefore should be maue, and I fix tho sum as both
j ust and generous at $6,000.
No sum is recommended for rental or for value of the land, because the claimant
did not own nor have any title to it (Exhibits 4 D, 4 G, and 4 I), and because ro•1.tal
w as promised only when his title to it was established., (Exhibit 4 C.)
All the evidence and other papers in the case are herewith respectfully transmitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
. s. B. HOLABIIlD,
Qua,·tennaster-_General, U.S • .Lfrmy.
The SECRETARY OF WAB.

LIST OF EXHIBITS IN THE CLAIM OF JAMES BRIDGER, GREEN RIVER COUNTY, UTAH.

EXHIBIT 1.-September 14, 1888. Resolution of the United. States Senate, referring
claim of James Bridger for value of improvements at Fort Bridger and for rent of
premises to U. S. Army to the Secretary of War to investigate the justice and equity
of claim, and to report to the Senate the amount and value of improvements, the circumst ances, contracts, and agreements under which premises were taken, and the
amounts paid and due on account of said claim.
EXHIBIT 2.-Nove:mber 30, 1857. Col. A. S. Johnston, in a letter to Maj. I. McDowell, states that before leaving Port Supply, on Smith's Fork, the Mormons burned the
buildings in and abo~t the fort and destroyed the grain, and, so far as they could, the
ot her crops. Fort Bridger, so called, is a strong., high, and well-built stone wall, inclosing a square of 100 feet, and has been appropriated for storage of army supplies.
Two lunettes, now under construction, one on the southwest and one on the northeast
corner, will make the place defensible by a small force, and a safe place for storage.
EXHIBIT 3 . ....:..December 21, 1857. Capt.John H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster,
forwards to Quartermaster-General a lease of land claimed by Bridger 1; states that
contract is so drawn that no payment is to be made until title is established.
EXHIBIT 4 A.-August 21, 1869. Claimant, in a letter to the Secretary of War,inquires what disposition Government intends to make of Fort Bridger; states that he
lea ed the fort and grounds to the Government in 1857 for ten years at $600 per annuni, with privifoge to purchase at ,xpiration of lease for $101 000; asks that rents be

remitted to him.

'
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' ExmBIT 4 B.-January 6, 1870. Claimant, in letter to S.e crctary of War, sfatcS
that he rented Fort Bridger to the Government in 1857 for a term of ten years, at the
expira.tion of which time Government had permission to purchase fort and grounds
for $10,000; asks what disposition is to be made concerning the matter.
.
ExniBIT 4 C.-November 15, 1857. Lease between J:a.m es Bridger ~for himself ~n!l
Louis Vasques), of Missouri, of the first part, and Capt. John H. Dickerson, actu~g
quartermaster, U.S. Army, of the second part,, for ten years, of: a trac~ of la_n~ (3,898
acres and 2 rods) in Green River County, Utah, at $600 per annum, with priv1~e~e of
purchase, at any time during the continuance of lease, -:for .$10,000; any bmldmgs
erected on the land by the United St:ltes to remain and descend to party of the first
part at expiration of cont;act. Payment of rental to ~egin_ whenever tit~e is established. Contract to termmate three months after notification by the Umted States
of its intention to vacate and discontinue the lease.
EXHIBIT 4 D.-April 19, 1870. Quartermaster-General Meigs reports to the Secretary of War that Mr. Bridger has never establi8hed his title to the premises; that it
docs not appear that he has ever been paid rent therefor; that the President has
-0r<lered a military reserve at the post.
EXHIBIT 4 E.-April 23, 1870. Judge-Advocate-General advises that Mr. Bridger
be not.ified to fmni.sh proof of his title to the land; if title be found complete, Congress be appealed to for authority necessary to enable the Secretary of "\Var to pur<:lrnse the property or to satisfy all rents due.
EXHIBIT 4 F.-April 25, 1870. Inspector-General, U. S. Army, informs Hon. R. T.
Van Horn that whenever Mr. Bridger shall produce evidence of title to the satisfaction of the Government, the Department will carry into .effect, in good faith, the
agreement made in 1857.
·
.
ExmmT 4 G.--December 14, 1872. Commissioner of Land Office reports to the Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, that the Department never recognized any private claim
in the vicinity of Fort Bridger; no law exists for adjustment of such claims under
the treaty of 1848 with Mexico; the Territory not being organized at time of original
military reservation, there was no way by which any other title could have been
obtained.
.
EXHIBIT 4 H.-January 12, 1878. James Bridger, in lAtter to th~ Secretary of
War, inquires whether the Government desires to retain possession of tµe property
leased by him in 1857; requests that the rent due therefor be remitted to him.
EXHIBIT 4 !.-February 8, 1878. Q~artermaster-Qeneral M~igs, in report to the
Adjutant-General, states that it does not appear that Bridger has established his
title; that a military reserration wa.s declared by the President July 14, 1879, of ,500
square miles, which was reduced February 15, 1872, to 16 square miles.
EXHIBIT 4 K.-May 17, 1880. Hon. Samuel L. Sawyer asks the Secretary of War
whether certain improvements at Fort Bridger were made by Mr. Bridger at his own
expense, whether any compensation has been made to him, and any other facts bearing upon validity of claim.
EXHIDIT 4 L.-May 22, 1880. Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, reports that the rec-0rds do not show by whom or at whose expense the improvements were ~rected;
states that the fort ii! to be reoccupied.
EXHIBIT 4 M.-June 4, 1880. Quartermaster-General Meigs repeats the terms of
the lease; sta~es th~t about $20,000 have been expended during the past sixteen
years for repairs, etc.
ExmmT_4 --~anuary 21, 1886. The Secretary of War, in letter to the Committee on Claims, mted States Senate, !!tates that no record is found of a claim of
James_ Bridg r for improvements at Fort Bridger, Utah· that it appears that whe;i
-Occupied by the nited States in 1857 all the building; in and about the fort hacl
be n burnt by tbt: Mo~ons, nnd that the only improvement was a high, well-built,
tr~ng stone ·<>·all rnclo mg a square of about 100 feet.
Exmm:r 5.- ct~b r 27, 1873. Claimant, in letter to Gen. B. F. Butler, states that
h _ ~M w1tb, and piloted, the army of Gen. A. S. Johnston in the so-called Utah exped1twn; tha~ he offer~ them the use and shelter of Fort Bridger for the winter; that
h nter d mto ~ written contract with Capt. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster, by
the ~rms of which overnment was to have possession of the place for ton years
(r tt the t~rms of lease as heretofore)· that shortly after the expiration of the
lP
h applied to the ecretary of War for information as to the intentions of the
'overrun nt, and was. ad~ised that as soon as he established his title the Departm n would compl with ita contract; states that be was authorized to establi1:1h the
fort and t!l alt Lake all y by the governor of Upper California· has no paper
to . ho for 1 ; tba. bacl be not leased the premises to the Governmllnt he would ha.ve
r ~d th r on, an~ thllr by perfected his title.
XH113IT .-April 27, 1 7 - A. J. Archambault swears tha.t he was at the site of
t h pr n •. r
r~d ,,er in _th sp~g of 1843, when James Bridger located hia ranch
or fo th r
ha 1 ~On!ained thirteen spacious and substantial log-hoUBes, con• ruct~d of he.a Y hewn tllllb&l' j the roofs and ftoora made of sawed boards; roofs
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covered with sods to m:i,ke them fire-proof; th~ houses formed a h?llow square in the
center of the fort, and the whole surrounded wi!,h 3: strong and. s,)hd stone wall; outside of the fort were six other log-houses bmlt m the same manne!; also st~ong
corrals for the protection and safe-:1:rneping of hor_ses and ?attle; cla1m~nt resided
on the ranch for some time and claimed the premises a,s his home, and 1t was con•
ceded by every one that he owned t~e~ and held them in undisputed possession.
EXHIBIT 7.-January 20, 1880.. Wilha1;1 T. ~ack ~raw swears that he knows t~at
James Brido-er resided at Fort Bridger with his family for many years; that the 1mprovements0thereon consisted of t_hirteen houses al~ogeth~r, _strong, hewed log-houses
fortified by a stone wall 18 feet hiO'h and 5 feet thick, laid m cement; also a strong
corral for stock, surrounded by a stone wall, with other outh~uses, pastur_e fields, and
grounds, costing at least $20,000. Affiant understood that said James Bndger leased
these premises to the Government.
EXIIIBIT 8.-J anuary 21, 1880. John Kiney swears that he was e11;1ployed ~s tea_mster in conveying stores to the army of Gen. Albert S. Johnston m Utah m 18o7;
remained with the army at Fort Bridger several months; that there were on the
premises thirteen houses construted of heavy, ~e~n _logs, plank floors, an~ roofs
covered with sods; all inclosed by a stone wall laid m cement about 18 feet high by
5 thick having bastions at each corner and inclosing about 4,000 feet of land; also a.
corral for stock about 200 by 300 feet square, likewise inclosed by a atone wall laid in
cement together with six outhouses, also built of heavy, hewed logs; pa.stures ancl
ground~. In affiant's judgment said improvements could not have been placed thne
at a cost of less t han $20,000.
·
·
ExmBIT 9.-January 21, 1880. 0. H.P. Rippeto swears that he is well acquainted
with claimant; that he was with the army of Gen. A. S. Johnston in 1857 as wagon
master and remained with said army at Fort Bridger for some time; on arrival at the
fort found valuable improvements, which consisted of thirteen houses built of heavy,
hewn logs, floored with sawed planks, and covered with sawed planks and sods, inclosed hy a stone wall, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, laid in cement, with bastions at
each corner, inclosing about 4,000 feet of land; also a strong corral for stock, about
200 by 300 feet square, in closed in like manner by a stone wall laid in cement; together with six other outhouses and pasture and grounds; the whole improvement
conld not be placed at a less value than $20,000.
BxHIBI'l' 10.-Marcb 30, 1880. H. T. Childs swears that he was employed at Fort
Bridger in 1857; that the imp1·oyements consisted of a number of heavy log-houses,
fortified by a stone wall a.bout 18 feet high, and having bastions at each corner, said
wall inclosing a space of about 4,000 square feet; there ,vas also a corral for stock,
inclosed by a stone wall about 10 feet high, beside several log-houses outside the
fort. The whole improvements could not have been placed there for a sum less tl.lan
$20,000.
EXHIBIT 11.-December 5, 1883, and January 9, 1884. Bill S. 380, first session,
Forty-eighth Congress, authorizing Ja.mes Bridger to commence suit in the Court of
Claims against the Unitecl States within one year after passage of act, for valne of
improvements constructed by him at Fort Bridger, and appropriated by the United
States.
EXHIBITS 12 A~U 13.-January 9, 1884-. Committee on Claims, United States Senate, report that about 1843 claimant located upon a tract of land in Green River
County, Utah, and commenced the erection of a trading house and other buildings
and improvements; from that date resided at post in trade with Indians until 1857;
at that time there were thirteen log- houses, forming a hollow square, surroundcu. by
a solid stone wall, 18 feet high, 5 feet thick, laid in cement, with bastions at each
corner; outside a corral for stock 200 by 300 feet square, also inclosed by a stone wall
about 10 feet high, 2t or 3 feet thick, together with six other outhouses. In 1857 the
army of Utah, under Gen. A. S. Johnston, took possession of the premises on b ehalf
of the United States under a lease executed by Capt.John H. Dickerson. The United
States con iiinued to occupy the premises from date of lease (November 8, 1857) to the
present time, and are now enlarging with a view to permanent occupancy. Claimant has never established bis title to the premises, and the committee recommend
that he be permitted to go to the Court of Claims.
EXHIBIT 14.-May 17, 1880. Joseph T. S. Wright swears that in 1857 he was with
the army of Gen. A. S. Johnston, at Fort Bridger; remained there until the next .June.
The improvements consisted of some thirteen log houses fortified by a stone wall laid
in cement, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, inclosing an are.a of about 4,000 square feet,
a strong c?rral ~00 by 300 feet square, also i~closed by a stone wall, 10 feet high by
2-½ feet thick, with other outh.ouses, all costmg about $20,000. Bridger died six or
seven years ago.
EXHIBIT 15. .July 12, 1887. Joseph C. Irwin swears that he was with Gen. A.
S. Johnston's a,rm v in 1857 when it reached Fort Bridger; that there were a number
of strong housAA snrrounded by a strong stone wall of great heiO"ht and thickness,
witb bastions at 1ta~h corner, a corral for stock, similarly inclosed° with a stone wall,
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besides several other buildings and outhouses; thinks they were then and now worth
$25,000 or $30,000.
EXHIBIT 16.-December 12, 1887. Bill S. 480, Fiftieth Congress, first session. ]'or
relief of James Bridger, or his legal representatives.
EXHIBIT 17.-Charles M. Carter, attorney for claimant, states that some ten or
twelve affidavits filed in this case before Congress were lost. They set forth that
James Bridger located in Green River County, Utah, in 1843, and built Fort Bridger,
which consists of thirteen fog houses forming a hollow square, surrounded by a stone
wall, laid in cement, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each corner.
Outside of the wall was a strong corral for stock, about 200 by 300 feet square, also
inclosed by a stone wall about 10 feet high by 2½ or 3 feet thick, together with six
other outhouses. Bridger was prevented from establishing his title by the President
declaring the tract ,L military reservation Ju1y 14, 1859, and by loss of his agreement
with the O'Overnor of Chihuahua, Mexico, who aO'reed to grant him about 5,000 acres
in Green River County, which included Fort Bria'.ger, in consideration of his planting
a colony at that point. The improvements cost $20,000.
EXHIBIT 18.-C. M. Carter, attorney for claimant, in argument before Committee
on Claims, United States Senate, states ·that in 1843 the governor of Chihuahua promised James Bridger a grant of land in Green River County, Utah (then Mexican territory), to establish a colony, and that Bridger erected Fort Bridger, at an expense
of $20,000; that he was to plant the colony and retain possession of the country for
a term of years b efore rec~iving his title. The Mexican war changed his plans, as
the country became part .of the United States. He felt easy and continued in possession until the Mormon troubles broke out, and the U. S. Army came in 1857 and
quartered in his fort. Two years later the President declared the tract a military
reservation.
ExmmT 19.-December 7, 1888. Daniel M. Ross swears that he was well acquainted with Fort Bridger in 1857 at the time the Utah army took possession of it.
That it consisted of thirteen strong, substantial houses, surrounded by a solid stone
wall, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each corner; a strong corral for
stock about 200 by 300 feet, iuclosed by a stone wall about 10 feet high and 2½ or 3
feet thick. There were also other outhouses. Thinks the whole must have cost at
lea t$30,000.
EXHIBIT 20.-January 12, 1889. C. M. Carter, attorney, in reply to office letter,
states that it is impossible for him to obtain more definite evidence than that on file,
fer the reason that James Bridger and most of hi3 witnesses are dead.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington Cit!!, February 19, 1886.
Srn: .A.oknowleclging receipt of your request of J anuary 25, 1886, for copies of any
pa:per bearing on the lease of the site of Fort Bridger to the United States by Jame3
Bncl er, I have the honor to forward copies of papers found on the files of the Departru nt concerning the matter.
I b g to suggest, in view of the frequent calls upon the Department for information
in _thi case, that the accompanying papers and my letter to yo1,1. dated January 21,
1386 (copy herewith), may be printed.
Very respectfully,
·
WILLIAM C. ENDICOTI,
Secretar!J of War.

Hon. A TIN F. PIK~,
Ckail"man of Committee on Claimw, Senate.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington Cit!!, January 21, 1886.
ledge the receipt of the communication of th I
?f December 21, 1885, inclosing enate bill ro.
10n., and requesting copies of papers relating t
va.1ue of improv ments erected by him at Fortl
appropriated by the Government.
neral rt,ports as follows:
no m ntion of a. claim of Ja.mes jjridger for th,t
c~d or con tructod at Fort B.ridger, Utah, and
1
own use.
nth c n mry, it a.ppea.r from
½u ·ton,t~ ncomm' 1Hli1~gin tah 1 dated overnof occupat ion of that pomt by the Unite<l. Statea
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all the buildings m and about Fort Bridger h~d been burned by the Morl?om1, and
that all the improvements that were appropnat.ed by the troops were a high, wellbuilt strono- stone wall, inclosing a square of 100 feet. An extract from General
J ohn;ton's feport is herewith."
·
Very respectfully,

WILLIAM

c. ENDICOTr,

Secretary of
Hon.

AUSTIN

War.

F. Purn,

Chainnan Committee on Claims, Senat1.

EXHIBIT

2.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY 011' UTAH,

Camp Scott (near Fort Bridger, Black's Fork, G. R.), Nounnbe1· SO, 1857.
*
". 1
The Mormons, before they retired, b_u rned the buildings
in and about Fort Bridger, and also Fort Supply on Smith's Fork, 12 miles hence, and
destroyed ~he g~ain and, as f~r as they oould, othef ?rops ~t that place. Fort Bridger,
so called, 1s a high, well-bmlt, strong stone wall, mclosmg a square of 100 feet, and
has been appropriated for the storage of the supplies for the Army.
The addition of two lunettes, now being constructed, one on the southwest corner
and the other on the northeast corner of a stone inclosure adjoining the main one,but not so high, will make it defensible by a small force and a safe place of deposit
for the public property that may be left when the army advances.
MAJOR:

*

~

•

•

•

•

*

With great respect, your obedient servant,

A. 8. JOHNSTON,
Colonel Second, Cavalry, Com-nianding.
Maj. J. McDOWELL,
.4aaiBtant "1djutant-General Headquarters of the .4rm11.

E:xmnlT

s.
CAMP SCOTT, UTAH.

December 21, 1857.
Srr: I forward herewith a lease* of a tract of land claimed by James Bridger. He
bases his claim to it on some Mexican or Spanish law, somewhat similar to the preemption laws of the United States. I think it exceedingly doubtful whether his title
is good, but the contract is so drawn that no payment is to be made until he establishes his title. I have leased the property in order to prevent heavy reclamations
on the Government for loss or destrudion of private property in case his title is
good.
·
.
There will most probably be a permanent post established in this immediate vicinity and the tract leased would be essential to it for wood, grazinlh and procuring hay.
I will in a few days make and forward to you a survey for a uovernment reserve,
embracing the timbered a.nd grazing lands.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. H. DICKERSON,
Captain, .4cting ABsiatant Quarterntaatw.
Maj. Gen. THOS. s. JESUP,
QuartermaBter-General, U. S. Army.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washingt011, City, January 20, 1880.
Sm: At the request of C. M. Carter, attorney for James Bridger, I incloae herewith a duly certified copy of contract* with J a.mes Bridger for a ·t ract of land upon
which Fort Bridger, Utah Territory,. is .situate<l, with copy of letter from Ca,pt. Juo.
H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster, dated Camp Scott, Utah, December 21 1857,
transmitting the said lease.
'
Very respectfully,
A.LEX. RAMSEY,

Sec,r etary of 1Vtlr.

Hon. S. L. SA WYER,
House of Repre1Jentative,.

S. Rep.1-16

*Exhibit 4 C.
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EXHIBIT

4 A.

WESTPORT, Mo., August t1, 1809.
Sm: I would most respectfully apply to be informed what disposition the
Government of the United States intends to make of Fort Bridger, which fort and
gronnds I have leased to the Government in the year 1857 for the term of ten years
at. the rate of $600 p'e r annum, with the privilege to purchase it at the expiration of
said lease for the sum of$10,000.
I would also respectfully apply to cause the rents accrued thereon to be remitted
to me.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

DF.AR

JAMES BRIDGER,

Fer A. WADSMAN.
The

SECRETARY OF WAR,

Wcuhington, D. 0.

,ExmBlT

4 B.

, ,.ESTPORT, Mo., .Tarmary 6, 1870,
SIR: I have the honor to represent to you most respectfully that in the year
1857 I have leased to the Government of the United States my fort (Fort Bridger, D.
T.) at the following terms:
The lease was for a term of 10 years at the rate of $600 per annum; also that af~r
the expiration of said 10 years the Government may, at its rleasure, purchase said
fort and ground for the sum of $10,000. But in case the Government should not desire to make such purchase, it shall give to me peaceful possession of said fort and
grounds with all improvements thereon. I would therefore most respectfully appl_y
for information what disposition the Government intends to make concerning this
matter.
Hoping to be favored with an early answer, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DEAR

Fer

Address, Westport post-office, Missouri.
The SECRETARY OF WAR,
Washington, D. C.

JAMES BRIDGER,
A.WACHSMAN,

Respectfully referred to the honorable Second Comptroller, U.S. Treasury, Washb1 :~n, D. C., with request that he will please furnish this office with a certified copy
of the lease herein referred to, the same having been forwarded to his office by the
Quartermaster-General March 4, 1858.
These papers to.be returned.
By order Assistant Quartermaster-General.
JAMES A. EK~,
Deputy Quartermaster-General, Brevet Brigadier-General.
Q UARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, February 16, 1870.

R p ctfully returned to General James A. Ekin, Deputy Quartermaster-General,
with
py of lease inolosed as requested.

J.M.

BRODHEAD,

0011".l)troller.
SKcoND COMPTROLLER'S OFJl'ICE,

February 19, 1870.

EXIlIBIT

4 C.

and ent red into this eighteentb da.y of November, one
fifty- even, b twe n James Bridger (for himself and
of i onri, of the first part, and Capt. Jno. H. Dickr, U. . Army, on behalf of the Unitecl States of the
et·

th that the sajd party of the first part, for and in considft.er made by the said party of the second part, on bebaJ.1

A. survey of land made f or James Bridger , November 6, 1853, in the Territory of Utah and

County of G1·een Rivel'.

JNO H. DICJnNSON,
Capt. and A. Q. M., U. S . ..A.

markNl 11 .T"
running then
1 thi, pln ),
(mart rl

his
J AMES X BRIDGER,
mark.
t) on north 11ide of Dlack's Jt'ork 72 pol s 011 a dne
11tl1 1,f;lO pol1• to a ston corner on ea11t side of said
from :iirl . tream on a dn west Jin~; thencl' due
tlu ,>Int); th1·111· due north 1,120 poles to a s1011e
lacks Fork, (marked "J" on tlio plat). Couteul11,

) on nnrlh
y ,J olm [I. ][r,c•\c:ul. .v.
u
t.nd Jw.u Uri<lger

ttl1-1l upon the llmd within site of Fort,
GE. ·1rnA1, L~. u ()r111cP., Jfarch 9, 1854.
JOIIN

,vu ,,.
T.

} t 1"11

ry 1 . 1870,

Oommit11ioner.

MIT Uh.LL,

Olerk.

JAMES BRIDGEU.
of the United Sta.tes, leases, for a term of ten years, a tract of land consisting of
3,89-8 A. Q. R.) three thousand eight hundred and niuety-eigh:; acres and two roods,
situated in Green River County, Utah Territory, and is the same tract that is described
in the plat hereunto annexed and signed by the two contracting parties, which plat
in lines, words, and figures is a true copy of the original. The said party of the first
part grants the free use of Fort Bridger, and all the timber, wood, stone, and whatever may be found above the ground or below the ground, within the limits of said
tract of land, for any purposes to which the officers of the United States Government
may wish to appropriate them.
The payments hereinafter promised to be made by the said party of the second
part, on behalf of the United States, to commence whenever and so soon as the said
party of the first part establishes his title to the said tract of land to the satisfaction
of the Quartermaster-General of the U. S. Army, or whenever the Attorney-General
of the United States shall pronounce the title good.
The said party of the second part promises on behalf of the United States to pay
t o t he said party of the first part the sum of six hundred dollars per annum for the
foregoing specified uses of said tract of land.
It is understood and agreed upon by the two contracting parties that any buildin gs t hat shall have been erected by the U.S. Government on the said tract of land,
and shall remain standing at the expiration of this lease, shall descend freely and
fully to the said party of the first part.
It is further understood and agreed upon by the two contracting parties that the
United States Government, through its agents, shall have the privilege at any time
within the period of this lease of purchasing said tract of land by paying the said
p arty of the first part the sum of ten thousand dollars.
This contract to be null and void three months after the said party of the first part
shall have been duly notified by the Quartermaster-General of the U. S. Army, or by
his agent, that it was the intention of the United States Government to discontinue
t he l ease of said tract of land.
I n w itness wh er eof we have hereunto set our hands and affixed our seals this day
and year :first above written.
·

his
JAMES X BRIDGER.

mark.

H, DICKERSON,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaat~r, U. S. Army.
JN0.

In presence ofA. T. A. TomnmT,
Second Lieutenant Fifth I11fanfry, U. S. Army.
CHAE! D. SCHMIDT,

Clerk, Quartermaater'a Department.

Exnrn1T 4 .u.
Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War, toO"ether
with copy of the
0
lease herein referred to.
Mr. Bridger has never established his title to the premises.
It does not appear from the records of this office that the tract of land was ever
t ak en up on any officer's Form 2, or that rent has ever been paid therefor under said
lease.
·A military reservation at this post was ordered by the President July 14, 1859.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quarttwmaster-General, Brevet Major-Ge·neral, U.S. Army.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

April 19, 1870.

Brief of ,fames Bridger, Westport, Mo., relating to a lease of property to the GoTernment, etc.
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War with the request for such information as may enable me to answer properly the within inquiries, etc.

B. T. VAN HORN. •
HOUSE OF REPRESE'.fiATIVES,

April i1, 18'10.

10

JAMES BRIDGER.
EXHIIllT

4:E.

[Indorsemen t.)
WAR DEPARTMRNT,
BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE,

April £3, 1870.
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War.
.
It can only be advised in this case that Mr. Bridger (who represents himself as
ign orant of the intentions of the Government in regard to this propert.y) sh~ll be
forthwith notified to furnish an exhibit of his title to the land (as required rn the
lease as a condition precedent to his receiving payments of rent therefor), with the
understanding that, upon his title being approved as perfect by the Attorney-General,
the executive department of the Government will, if authorized by .Congress, proceed
to complete the transaction.
It is further recommended, therefore, that such proof of title as is furnished by
Bridger be submitted at once to the Attorney-General for his opinion; and further,
that if the title be found complete, Congress be appealed to for the authority necessary to enable the Secretary of War to purchase the property; or, if the purchas~ is
not proposed, for an appropriation of a sufficient amount to satisfy all rents which
may be due to Bridget lllldcI the leaso.
J. HOLT,

Judge-.dclvocate-Genercd.

Exnrnrr 4 F.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington City, .A.pr-il 25, 1870.
SIR: The Secretary of Wal' directs me to return to you the accompanying letter of
James Bridger, esq., of Missoun, relative to the leas~ of Fort Bridger, Dak., and to
inform you that whenever, as required by the agreement between himself and t~e
United States.., Mr. Bridger shall produce evidence of his title to the site of that military post, anu the Attorney-General of the United States shall declare the title so
exhibited to be perfect, this Department will be prepared to carry into effect, in good
faith, the agreement made with Mr. Bridger by the military authorities in the year
1857.
Very respectfully, etc.,

ED. SCHRIVER,
Jwsl)ector-G eneral.

Hon. R. T.

VAN Homi,
Member of Congress.

EXHIBIT

4 G.

DEPART)IF.NT OF TllE INTERIOR, GENERA!, LAND OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., D ecember 14, 1871.
JR:

I am in receipt, by reference from you the 12th instant of a letter from Henry

. _B_lak~, o.ttorn "/, to the honorable Secretary of War, dated 30th October last, inqmrmg if the Uru ted ta.tea ever leased Fort Bridger, Utah, for twenty years or any
oth r term from William C. Brown.
In r 1>1}: I ha~
state that 1'here is nothing on file in this office showing that any
1 a of E or Bn. g r1 or any part thereof, was ever made with Mr. Brown, his name
n t ev ~ app_ a.ring ma plat of urvey filed in this office in 1854 by James Bridger,
~? ~l 1m <l 10 ccordance wi~h said private survey executed by J.M. Hockaday.
l b1 ofllc has _n ver r C<J~mze~ any private claim in the vicinity of Fort Bridger.
ho~1ld ny cl un ha_ve x1 ted m that locality under the treaty of 1848 with Mexico
tlw_r 1 no law for th ir a.dju tment .
.. o kpo\ ~ ·'1" of any_ ucb claim has ever Leen presented to this office.
Th
rn ry n t b m , r aniz d at th time of the original military reservation,
r
n
Y by •h1ch any other title could have been obtained
. B.' 1
r b r ith r tnm d.
·
ery r p ctfully, youx ob client servant,
WILLI8 DRUMMOND,
Co11mli1Bwmtr.
Adju
ene1al E. D. '£ w.tSL~iD, U.S. A.rm7.
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JAMES BRIDGER.
EXHIBIT 4

H.

NEW S.ANTA

FE,

JACKSON COUNTY,

Mo.,

January 12, 1878.
Sm: I would most respectfully apply ~o be informed o~ the intention of o_ur Government in regard to my property, Fort Bridger, Wyo., which I l eas~d to said ~overnment in the year 1857 for a term of years, a copy of such lease bemf? on file m rour
Department. I desire to be informed whether our Government w1shes to contmue
possession thereof; and, if so, I should be ple~sed to have the rent due thereon, and
now in anear remitted to me as soon as practicable.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES BRIDGER.

The SECRETARY

Vv AR,
Washington, D. C.
OF

[First mdorsement.]
ADJUTANT-GF.NERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, January 25, 1878.
Respectfnl1y referred to the Quartermaster-General for such information as the
records of his ofilct, afford.

E. D. TOWNSEND,

J!J.dj utaut- Generai.

ExrnmT 4 L
[Second indorsement.]
QuARTERMA8TRR-GmmRAL's OFFICE,

Washington, Febriiary 8, 1878.
Respectf111ly returned. to the Adjutant-General of the Army, together with such
papen; connected with the reserve as are on file here.
The lease referred to, made on the 18th November, 1857, between James Bridger
and Capt. J. H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster, after an extended search, has
been discovered, and is herewith.
It will be observed that Captain Dickerson in his report of D ecember 21, 1857, remarks that Mr. Bridger bases his claim upon some Mexican or Spanish law, but that
it is exceedingly doubtful whether hie title is good, and that the contract is so drawn
that no payment is to be made until he establishes his title, a.rid that he has leased
the property in order to prevent heavy reclamations on the Government for losses or
destruction of private property in case his title is good.
It does not appear that he has ever established his title, for a military reservation
was duly declared by the President July 14, 1859, embracing an area of 500 square
miles, which was reduced February 15, 1872, to 16 square miles.
It will be observed that the Commissioner of the General Land Office, December
14, 1872, advised the Adjutant General that"This office has never recogniz ed any private claim in the vicinity of Fort Bridger.
"Should any claim have existed in that locality under the treaty of 1848 with
Mexico there is no law for their adjustment.
"The Territory not having been organized at the time of the original military reservation, there was no way by which any other title could have been obtained."
The retnrn of such of the papers as belong to the files of this office is requested,
after having served their purpose.
M. C. MEIGS,
Qua1·termaster-General, Brevet Major-General, U.S. Army.
[Third indorsoment.]
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

WaBhi-ngton, February 14, 1878.
Respectfully returned to _the Secretary of ~ar, inviting ~ttention tc preceding indonwments and accompanymg papers, mcluding the lease m question made November 18, 1857, between James Brid~er and Capt. J. H. Dickerson, ass'istant quarter•
waster, found in the office of the ~uartermaster-General.

E. D.

TOWNSEND,

Adjutant-General.
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JAMES BRIDGER.
EXHIBIT

4: K.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, D. C., May 17, 188(>.

Sn: A claim of James Bridger, now residing in Jackson County, Mo., for $10,000,
as compensation for the .1se and occupation, by a portion of the U.S. A:my, of 1!ort
Bridger from 1857 to the present t~me, has bee~ referred to 1;1e b_y the chairman of the
Committee (House of Representatives) on Claims for exammat10n and report to ~he
full committee. I inclose an affidavit of E. H. Rippeto as a sample of many wh~ch
h ave been filed. Referring to the original contract of lease by the Government with
Mr. Bridger (a copy of which~ find with the papers), dated Nov~mber 18, 1857, now
on file in your Depr,rtment, I will be pleased to learn whether th~ improve~ents mentioned in the affidavit of Mr. Rippeto were erected ~y Mr. Bridger at his o~n expense; whether any compensation has been made to him, and any ?t:11er fact~ m ~he
possession of the Department which have a bearing upon the validity of his claim.
Please return with answer the inclosed affidavit.
Very respectfully,
SAM'L. L. SAWYER.

Hon. AI.Ex. RAMSEY,
Secretary of War.

ExmnIT 4: L.
(First indorsement.)
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE!,

Washington, May 22, 1880.
Respectfully returned to the· Secretary of War, with papers from the files of this
office relating to the claim of Mr. James Bridger, and invitin~ attention to War Department letter to him dated February 21, 1878, from which 1t will be seen that at
that time the Department did not i·ecognize his claim to ownership or rent of Fort
Bridger.
·
Nothing appears of record here to show by whom or at whose expense the improvments mentioned in the within affidavit of Mr. Rippeto were erected. The records of
the Quartermaster-General's office, where the original lease is filed, may furnish addition al information upon this point; also as to whether or not any compensation has
ever been made to Mr. Bridger in the matter.
In this connection it is remarked that E'ort Bridger, which has not been garrisoned
for some time, is to be teoccupied.
R. C. DRUM,
.4ssista1,t Adjutu1it-G eneral.

ExrnmT 4: M.
(Second indorsement.]
QUARTERMASTER-GE •-reRAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, June 4, 188(),
R 1>ectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War.
The lea _ made by Captain Dickerson, on November 18, 1857. was to run for ten
years, at
p~r month, and cover~d 3,898 acres of land, Mr. Bridger granting the free
Fort Bridger and all the tunber, wood, stone, and whatever might be found
b low the ground with~ th limits of said tract of land for any purposes
ce:rs of the mted tates Government might wish to appropriate
nt to comm nee when his title was established to eatisfaction of
ttom y-General.
at any buildings that should be erected by the United
la
d hould remain standing at the expiration of this
to
Bridger.
:1·
r on, on file at the Tre ury, will show what
1
e
shel ring the troop at that time.
m
ent of .E ebrnary 8, 1878, herewith, that I re~l.
•
blished bis titl , but, on the contrary, that
111
.
ation July 14, 1859, and that the G n ral Land
d any private claim in the vicinity of Fort Bri<lger, and
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further, that should any claim have ex_iste~ in that locality 1:.nder the treaty of 184.8
with Mexico, there was no law for their adJnstment, et~.
.
A full description of existing buildings at the post will be found prmted on page
217 "Outline description of United States military posts and stations, 1872," and on
page 217, Surgeon-General's circular (8) of 1875.
The records show that upon these buildings the Quartermaster's Department ha~
expended during the last sixteen years, for repairs, etc., about $20,000.
·
M. C. MEIGS,

Quartermaster-General, Brevet Major-General, U.S. Army.

ExnrnrT 4: N.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington City, June 9, 1880.
Sm: In reply to your letter of the 17th ultimo, requesting informa_tion relative to
the claim of James Bridger, of Jackson County, Mo., for compensat10n for alleged
use and occupation by United.States troops of Fort Bridger, Wyo., since Novemb~r,
1857, I have the honor to inform you that Mr. Bridger was, February 21, 1878, mformed that his failure to establish his title to the property in question, previous to
its being embraced in a military reservation, precluded the Secretary of War from
recognizing his claim to ownership or rent.
A copy of a report of the Quartermaster-General is herewith inclosed, which embraces all the information in relation to this claim in the possession of this Department and its bureaus.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. RAMSEY,

Secretary of War.
Hon. SAM URL L. SAWYER,
Cornmittee on Claim&, House of Rep1·esentatives.
The afilua.vit of 0. H. P. Rippeto is returned herewith, as requeste(!..

ExnrnrT 5.
NEAR NEW SANTA FE, JACKSON COUNTY,

:Mo.,

·
October 17, 1879.
DEAR GENF.RAL: With the advice of some of my friends, and having myself every
conceivable confidence in your ability and sense of justice, I would most respectfully
beg· leave to address you with the view of soliciting your vahrn,ble influence and assistance in the prosecution of my rightful claim against our Government regarding
my property, Fort Bridgl\r, Wyo., beggin~ that you will have the kindness to undertake the prosecution and collection of said claim in the manner you may deem best.
You are probably aware that I am one of the earliest and oldest explorers and trappers of the Great West now alive. Many years prior to the Mexican war, the time
Fort Bridger, with acljoidng Territories, became the property of the United States,
and for ten years thereafter (1857), I was in peaceable possession of my old trading
post, Fort Bridger, occupied it as such, ancl resided thereat, a fact well known to the
Government as well as the public in general.
Shortly before the so-called Utah expedition, and before the Government troops under General S. A. Johnston arriveu near Salt Lake City, I ·was robbed, and threatened
with death, by the Mormons, by the direction of Brigham Young, of all my merchandise, stock-in fact of everything I possessed, amounting to more than $100,000 worththe buildings in the fort partially destroyed by fire, and I barely escaped with my
life.
I was with and piloted the army under said General Johnston out there, and since
on t,he approach of winter no convenient shelter for the troops and stock could be
found in the vicinity of Salt Lake, I tendered to them my so-called fort (Fort
Bridger), with the adjoining shelter, affording ralley for winte1· quarters. My offer
being accepted, a written contract was entered into betwee:n myself and Captain Dickerson, of the quartermaster department, in behalf of the United State~approveu by
General S. A. Johnston, and more, so signed by various officers on the general's staff,
such as Maj. Fitz-John Porter; Drs. Maddison, Mills, aau Bailey; Lieutenant Rich,
Colonel Weight, and others, a copy of which is now on file in the War Department
at Washington. I also was furnished with a copy thereof, which was unfortunately
destroyed durmg the war.

1.4

JAMES BRIDGER.

But the following were the terms agreed upon in said contrn.ct:
The Government was to have possession of said fort and gronnil.s for a term of ten
years, paying therefor :i,s rent $600 per annum; and it w3:s also stip)1latefl that shonl~l,
at the expiration of said ten years, the Government desire to retam or purcha_se said
fort and grounds, it was at liberty to do so by paying me the sum of $10,000 m gold
outside of the yearly rents.
Shortly after the expiration of the term of said lease I applied to the Secretary of
War for information in regard to the intention of the Government in regard to my
fort, whether they intended to keep or retain it, and also for the rent due 1;11e and remaining unpaid. In reply I was informed that whenever I could establish to the
satisfaction of the War Department my title to said fort ·and grounds Department
would comply with its contract.
Now, although I was authorized to establish my fort there and settle Salt Lake
Valley by the governor of Upper California, I have no proper papers to show therefor.
But I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that, had I not leased the
premises in good faith to the Government, I would now reside thereon, and would
surely by this time have perfected my title thereto under the several a~ts of Congress since passed, from which I was preventecl by the Government keepmg me out
of possession thereof.
Further, I desire to state that the premises were surveyed and located by John M.
Hockeday a Government surveyor; but as it appears the latter had resigned~ such,
though I do not know whether his resignation was accepted before or after said survey. A copy of said survey is now on file in the surveyor-general's office in Washington.
It is my belief that I could have then easily obtained a. patent for said land had I
applied for the same, but owing to the fact that I was all my life out in the mountains, and consequently ignorant what steps were required to be taken to perfect my
title to tho premises.
I am now getting old and feeble, and am a poor man, and consequently unable to
prosecute my claim as it probably should be done. For that reason I respectfully
apply to you, with the desire of intrusting the matter into your hands, authorizing
you, for me, to use such means as you deem proper for the successful prosecution of
this claim. I would further state that I have been strictly loyal during tho late rebellion, and during the most of the time in the war in the employment of the Government. Trusting confidently that you will do me the favor of taking the matter
in hand or furnish me with your advice in regard to the matter,
I have the honor, general, to be your most obeiliont sen anti

_,.urns

General B. F. BUTLER,
United States Senator.

BHIDGER.

Exn.:.mT 6.

Mrssoum, City of Saint Louis, as:
~e it r m ruber~d thr..t on this 27th _day_ of_ April, A. D. 1878, personally a-ppea.red

STATE OF

b fore tbo nnder~1gned, a notary pnbhc w1thm a.nd for the city and Sfate aforesaid,
w~o _was qu_ali:ied a6 such on the 28th day of rov mber, A. D. 1874-, a,nd wnose commus 1?n xp1r son the 4th day of November, in the year 1878, August Archambault,
who i known to me to be t~e person he represents himself to be, and upon being duly
8~
ys, that he 1s personally well acquainted with James Bridger, the
W
r a.nd trader, and has known him a long time as an honest and upright
m
nt has been e?lployed by the company of which James Bridger wa~ a
er and tra;pper. Afilant was, in the spring of the year 18'13, with
rat the site of the pr ent Fort Briclirer on Blac"\;:s Fork in Green
in V yoming '.J;' rritory, when he, th~ s~id James Bridg~r, located
re, ~nd r ~a1 ed th re during the wl1ole time it took to build it.
1~en spacious and substantial log-houses, constructed
ch had to be ~auled from some distance; the roof
oards, which w re sawed out with whip-saws;
to r nd r th m fir proof, and the honses were
in th center of saicl fort, and the whole waa
ncl solid; out ·d of nch fort were s:i, other log
d of tho sam mat •ri:il and w re used n.s stn,lJles
1 re wn stron~ corral or inclnsnre for th proud cattl . All these improvements w re, owiug
ly and xp n ive.
ca Bridger resided at said ranch or fort for a
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number of years a.nd done a general trading business with Indians, trappers, and
emio-rants to Or~gon and California; that he claimed the premises as his horn{~ nnd
cmlyhome, and to affiant's be~t kno~ledge and _beli~f had_ no oth~r home at that
time· that the said James Bnd 00 ·er lived there with his family, and it was geu ernlly
conc~ded by everybody that he owned said premises, and held them in undisputed
possession.
·
.
Affiant further says that he is not related to James Bridger, and has no interest m
any of his claims whatsoever,
A. J. ARCHAMBAULT.
Sworn and subscribed to before me the year and day first above written.
my hand and notarial seal at office,

Witness

JULIUS CONRAD,

[SEAL.]

Nota1·y Piiblic.

And I do furthermore certify that I am not related to James Bridger, and have no
interest in this claim what::;oever.

.

JULIUS CONRAD,

.Notary Public.

Ex.rrrnIT

7.

Mrssoum, Con:ity of Jackson, 88:
I, William T. Mack Craw, of the county of Jackson, in the State of Missouri, upon
oath state that I am well acquainted with James Bridger, lately of Fort Bri<lger,
Wyoming Territory, and now of Jackson County, Missouri; that I know that the
said James Bridger resided at said Fort Bridger, with his family aB his home for many
years; that his said improvements thereon consisted a.<i nearly as I can remember, of
thirteen houses, altogether; strong hewed log houses, fortified by a stone wall; laid in
cement, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, encompassing an area of about 4,000 square
feet, also a strong corral 200 by 300 fE!et square, used for stock, inclosed by a stone
wall 10 feet high and 2½ or 3 feet thick, with other outhouses, pasture, :field, and
grounds, costing an outlay of at least $20,000, considering the price of labor and the
remote distance from the civilized world at the time.
I also understand that the said James Bridger had leased said fort and premises in
the fall of the year 1857 to our Government, for a term of ten years, at the annual
rent of $600 in gold, and that it was also agreed in said written contract that at the
expiration of eaid term of ten years the Government co•1ld, at its option, purchase
&~id fort and premises for the sum of $10,000, or return the same to its owner, with
all improvements thereupon. And I further state that I am not in the least inter•
ested in this or any other claim of said James Bridger.
STATE OF

his
WILLIAM T. X MACK CRAW,
mark.

Signed in the presence ofA.

WACHSMAN.

W. W.

GRIFFITH.

:M1ssou1u, County of Jackson:
Personally appeared before the undersigned, a notary public for and within the
State a.nd county afores:.iid, who was qualitied as such February 24, 1879, and whose
commission ex~ires February 24, 1883, William T. Mack Craw, who, being dnly sworn1
say~ the f9regomg statements are true and correct to the best of his knowledge anCl
behcf.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of January, 1880.
A. W ACIISMAN,
Notary Publia.
STATE OF

EXHIBIT

8.

County of Jackson, 88:
I, John mnney, of ~he cou~ty of Jacks!m, in the State of Missouri, npon oath state
that I am well acquamted with James Bridger formerly of Fort Bridger in Wyoming
Territory, but now residing in this county and State; that I was employed as a team•
eter in conveyin~ stores to the army of Utah, under the command of General Albert
S. J olrnston, in t11e year 1857; · that I remained with said army fo1• a, number of month.I
STATE OF MISSOURI,

at Fort Bridger.

16

JAMES BRIDGER.

That it was generally known ancl unclcrstood by all connected w: th sai I army, ~nd
I do believe that the said James Bridger did 1·ent or lease his property or prenusea
ca.Ued Fort Bridger to our Government for a term of years ar.d for a stip·.1lated sum,
to be paid to him annually.
That there were valuable improvem~nts upon said premises upon o~r arriv3:l ther_e,
matle by the said James Bridger, which to the best of my recollection cornnsted 1n _
thirteen houses, constructed out ~f heavy ~ewed logs, plank floors, an~ p~ank roofs,
covered with earth and sod, which were rnclosed by a. stone wall, laid m cement,
about 18 feet high by 5 feet thick, having bastions at each corner, and inclosing about
4,000 square feet of ground.
Also a corral for stock, about 200 by 300 feet square, likewise inclosed. by ~ stone
wall, laid in cement, about 10 feet high and 2½ or 3 feet thick, together with six outhouses, also built of heavy hewed logs; pastures and grounds. ·
In my judgment the above-named improvements on said premises could not at that
time be placed there at a cost of less than $20,000.
I am also convinced that our Government derived great benefit by leasing sa,id prem•
ises, since it afforded shelter for the Government stores, to the troops and p1·ope rty,
which otherwise would have been destroyed, and caused great suffering, if 11ot destruction, to said army.
And that to the best of my knowledge the said James Bridger has not received any
payment on account of said lease or rent of said premises, and that the Government
haB continued to occupy said premises up to the present date.
And I do furthermore state that I am not interested whatsoever in the claim of !:laid
James Bridger.
Connty of Jackson, ss:
Personally appeared before the undersigned, a notary public within and for the
8t:34e and county aforesaid, who was qualifie d as such February 24, 1879, an<l whose
commi sion expires Febrnary 24,1883, John Kinney, who is personally known to me,
and who, being <l.uly sworn, upon his oath says that the foregoing statement is conect
and true, to the best of his knowledge and belief.
Sworn and sul>scl'ibeu to liefo1·e me this 21st <lay of January, 1880.
[SEAL.]
A,. W ACITSMAN1

STATE OF MISSOURI,

Notary Publio.

EXHIDIT

9.

County of Jackson, ss:
I, 0. H. P. RiJ>peto, of the county of Jackson, in the State of Missouri, upon oath
~tato that I am well acquainted with James Bridger, formerly of Fort Bridger, 110w
m \Vyoming Territory, but who now resides in the county of Jackson, in the State of
Mi ouri; that I accompanied the so-called army of Utah commanded by Albert S.
Joh!1ston, in the year 1857, as a wagon-master in the empioy of John M. Wells, conv ymg Go~ernment stores for said army, and remained with said army at Fort Driclger
for some time; that I always understood and believed that the said James Bridger
had leased or rented his property called Port Bridger to om Government for a term
of ~ears, and for a tipulated um of money, to be pa.id to him annually; that on our
&rnv:a.l at Fort Bridger we found quite valuable improvements on said. premises, which
con. isted,_ as nearly a I can remember, in thirteen houses~ built of heavy hewed lo~a,
floored with sawed plank , and covered with sawed planks and sod which wore mclos d by a. sto~e wal_l la.id in cement about 18 feet high and 5 feet thi~k, with bastions
at ch corn~r mclo rng about 4,000 squar feet of ground. Also a strong corral for
eto k, about 200 by 300 £ t. quare, inclo ed in a like manner by a stone wall laid in
oom nt a.nd about 10 feet high and 2t or 3 feet thick together with six othe1· outho
, pa tur , and rround .
'
In m
imation th whole iruprovcments on said premi es considering the price
of labor ancl th r mot distance from the tates, could not b~ placed there at a cost
of 1 than , 2 ,000.
.
I al ~ ta . bat I <;lo b liev that the_ overnment was greatly benefited by lea ing
or r utinu aid pr IDl.S • fr m Jam Bncl er by rend rinrr sh It r a rajnst the jnclemen~ of tli '. · h r in th:\ ·v •re'· iut r fo~ the Gov rn~1 •nt torea 1 the troops, and
a m· l. of aid nny, which b rw1 e would hav c rtai11ly ntf red sev r ly.
n
a to th b
~f u1y kn wl ·dg aid Jam Bridger Las not r ccived any
m n . or r omp n ation_ on ac 1111 of said I a e or r nt, and that the Goveruru nt
c n 11111 l
o upv aul pr 011 • to th pr nt dny.
·1te that I ha e no iut rest , hatsoever in this or any other
ml I dn fu h nnor
he
B.Ul
llri

STATE OF MrssoURI,

0, H. P.

RIPPETO.
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Coimty of Jackson, 88:
Personally appeared before the undersigned, a notary public for and within the
State and county aforesaid, who was qualified as such Fe~ruary the 24_th, 1879, and
whose commission expires February 24, 1883, 0. H.P. R1ppeto, who 1s personally
known to me and who being duly sworn, upon his oath says that the foregoing statement is corre~t and tnle to the best of his knowledge and belief.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 21st day of Jauuary, 1880.
[SEAL l
A. w ACHS:\fAN,
•
lf<Jtary .P·ublio..
STATE OF MISSOURI,

ExnnnT 10.
INDIAN TERRYTOnY, Ch.octaw Nation, 88:

I, Henry T. Chiles, of the Chickasaw Nation in Indian Territory, npon oath state:
That I am well acquainted with James Bridger, formerly of Fort Bridger, ir~ Wyoming
Territory, but now residing in Jackson County, Mo.; that I was at Fort Bridger
in about the year 1857, carrying stores to said fort; that I always understood, and
do believe, that tho said James Bridger did rent or lease for a term of years his premises, called Fort Bridger, to the Government of the United States; that there wero
valuable improvements at said Fort Bridger, consisting, as nearly as I can remember,
of a number of heavy log houses, fortified by a stone wall about 18 feet high and having bastions on each corner, said wall encompassing a space of about 4,000 square
feet. There was also a corral for stock inclosed by a stone wall about 10 feet high,
and about 300 by 200 feet long, besides several log houses outside the fort itself.
The whole improvements, owing to the remoteness from civilization and high price
of labor out there at that time, could not have been placed there for a sum of less
than $20,000.
That to the best of my knowledge he (Mr. Bridger) has not received payment for
any part thereof; and that the Government has continued to occupy his premises to
the present time. I do also state that I am not in anywise concernetl or benefited by
this or any other claim of the said James Bridger.

H. T.

CHILES.

Choctaw Nation. BB:
Henry T. Chiles personally appeared before the undersigned, a United States commissioner for and within t,he county and Territory aforesaid, who is personally known
to me, and who, being duly sworn, upon his oath says that the foregoing statement
is correct and true to tb<: hest of his knowledge and belief.
Sworn and suust:riLeu to uefore me this 30th day of March, A.. D. 1880.
[SEAL.]
lSAREL W. STONE,

INDIAN TERRITORY,

United States Conun·i8oioncr.

[S. 880, Forly-0Iglttb Congress, first session. Report No. 21.J

Exnrnrr 11.
A :CILL for the relief of .James Bridger.

Be it enacted 'by t'hc S;!1atc and Ho-us~ Rcpresentatires of. the Uniteil States of .A.merictJ
in Congress cuisembled, lhat James Bndger be, and he 1s hereby, authorized to com-

mence his s"?it in the Court of Cl~ims ag~inst the United States, at any time within
one year after the passage of this act, for the value of the i1pprovements by him
e!ected and constructed at ]!ort Bridger, sit_uated in Green River County, in the Territory of Utah, and appropriated by the Umted St2,tes to its own use· m1tl the Court
of Claims shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine the said clai~ free from the
bar of the statute of limitations; and said claimant, and the United States shall have
the right to use as evidence before said court any papers or documents in the War
Department in relation to said claim, and any other competent testimony relative to
the claim; and said court shall render judgment in favor of said claimant for tho
value of said improvements as found by said court.

S. Rep. 80-2
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12.•.

[Senate Report No. 21, Focty-eighth Congress, first !!Uiston.J

A bi1l identical with this was favorably reported from: the Committee on Claims of
the House of Representatives June 12, 1880. A similar bill was favorably reported
from this committee July 6, 1882.
The evidence in this case clearly establishes the following facts: About the year
18+3 <~aimant located upon a, tract of land situated in Green River County, now Utah
'l'erritor:r, and commenced the erection of a trading house and other buildings and
imrrovements . From the date of said location said claimant resided at said post, and
engaged in trade with the surrounding tribes of Indian~, until in _the f:3:ll of 1857, ~t
which last mentioned date the improvements constructed by said claimant at said
tracling post consisted of thirteen spacious and substantial log-houses constructed out
of hewed timbers; the roofs and floors were of sawed boards, which were sawed out
with whipsawsi· the roofs were also covered with sod to render them fire-proof. The
houses were so ocated as to form a hollow square in the center of an area of about
4,000 square feet, all of which was surrounded with a strong, solid stone wall, l~id in
cement, about 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each cor~er. Out~1d~ of
said wall was a strong corral for stock, about 200 by 300 feet square, mclosed .m hke
manner by a stone wall laid in cement, about 10 feet high and 2½ or 3 feet thick, together with six other outhouses. The testimony shows that these improvement&
were erected by said claimant, and were used by him as his residence and as a trading post, and were called and known as Fort Bridger. In the year 1857 the Army of
Utah, commanded by General Albert S. Johnston, took possession of said premises on
behalf of the United States, under a written contract of lease executed by claimant,
of the one part, and Capt. John H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster, United States
Army, on behalf of the United States, of the other part.
The material portions of said written contract, so far as the claim of said Bridger
iB concerned, are as follows:
Said claimant leased to the United States for the term of ten years from the 18th
day of November, 1857, a tract of land consisting of 3,898 acres and 2 roods, situated
in Green River County, Utah Territory, and particularly described in a plot attached
to said written contract and made a part thereof, upon which tract of land is situated
Fort Bridger. By the terms of said contract the United States agreed to pay to claimant an annual rent for the use of said premises of $600, the rent to commence as soon
as cl:iimant esta blisbed his title to said tract of land to the satisfaction of the Quartennaster-Geueral of the United States, or whenever the Attorney-General of the
uited, tates should pronounce the title good. It was further agreed by the contracting parties that the United States Government, throu~h its agent, should have
the privilege at any time within the period of said lea.se of purchasing said tract of
land by paying claimant the sum of $10,000. It is also provided by the terms of said
contract that said lease might be terminated by the United States upon three months'
not_ice by the Quartermaster-General of the United States Army, or by his agent, to
claimant.
Th~ United States have continued to occupy said premises from the day of the date
of said lease to the present time, and are now enla.r(J'ing it with a view to its perman nt occupancy. The claimant has never establililied his title to the premises,
but on July 141 1859, less than two years after the date of said contract, the President d clared it a military reservation, and that the General Land Office had never
reco ni~ed any pri~ale c~aim in the v:icinity of Fort Bridger; and, further, should
any clauns hav eusted m that locality, under the trea.ty of l &l8 with Mexico, that
no law existed for their adjnstment. 'fhe te timony further shows thnit the cost cf
aid improvements to said claimants was about the sum of $20 000 .
. laimant b lievi~g ~im elf entitl d to be paid for the use a~d occupation of Fort
Brnl~ rand tbe ~u1l~mgs conn ctcd ther with, and for the value of aid improvem n , fD:ad _apph at1 n to the War Department therefor, and was informecl by a
c nimnm ation from h
ecr tary of \Var dated F ebruarv 21 187 that his failure
t bli b h_i i le to the proper yin qu stio n pr vious to its brinO'' declared a military_ re. rv t1 n preclud d the cretary of War from recognizing his claim to owner lnp r r nt.
I ~a be_, n~ r ally apvear to be, a hardship upon claimant, that be should
. nhr 1 a pnv~ of th unprovements erected by him, and of compensation for
tb 1r.
~ h
m
t.
for a p riod of more than twenty yea.rs; yet the term8
of • ul WTI t n . ontra.ct cl ar1y pr ch~de him f! ma rocovory according to the forms
o~ 1 • The ev1~ nc. np n which th1. r port 1 found d con ists of numerous affida,n _ommumca 10n from the War D partment to(J'ether with a certified copy
of th
1t n contr t.
' t>

·uit 13 is a suuil r bilL
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Yonr committee believe that the ends of justice will be prom.oted by permitting
the claimant to assert his cbim in a court ofjustice, where witnesses can be subjected
to cross-examination and the proper tests applied for the ascertainment of a just and

equitable determination.
.
.
Your committee therefore recommend that the accompanymg bill, as amended, be
passed, permitting claimant to sue in t?-e Court of Cla_irr_is ~·or ~he amount he b~lieves
himself entitled to free from the bar of the statutes of l11mtat10ns, and that his case
be heard by said cburt and judgment be given by the court iu favor of cfaima11t for
the value of said improvements as found uy the court.

EXHIBIT 14.
STATE OF MISSOURI, County of Jackson:

Personally appeared before me, George T. Purcell, a justice of the peace in and for
the county and State aforesaid, Joseph T. S. Wright, a person well known to me to be
resp ectable and entitled to full credit and belief, and after being duly sworn testifies
as follows: My name is Joseph T. S. ·wright ; my age is :fifty-three years; my postoffice address is Oak Grove, Jackson County, Mo. In the year 1857 I was a soldier
with Col. A. S. Johnston. We started for Utah in the month of August, 1857. I helonged to a battalion, four companies, commanded by Col. Barnett E. Bee. ,ve
started from Fort Leavenworth. We were overtaken by Colonel Johnston about 100
miles east of the South Pass; we then all marched together; we arrived at Fort
Bridger in November of the same year. The winter was so severe that when we got
to Fort Bridger that Colonel Johnston concluded to remain there during the winter;
we remained there until the next June, 1858. While we were there I understood from
the officers of the command, as well as Captain Bridger, that the officers, Colonel
J olmston and others, had leased the fort for ten years at $600 per annum, and that the
officers agreed to pay Captain Bridger $10,000 for the fort and his improvements,
if he could make a good title for the same. The improvements consisted, as nearly
as I recollect, of some thirteen log houses, strong, and hewed of heavy logs, fortified
by a stone wall laid in cement, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, inclosing an area of
al>out 4,000 square feet; also a strung corra.l 200 by 300 feet square, used for stock,
inclosed by a stone wall, also laid in cement, 10 feet high and 2-½ feet thick, with
other outhouses, all costing at least an outlay of $20,000, considering the price of
labor and the remote distance from the civilized world at the time it was built. I
was well acquainted with Capt. James Bridger; he died in this county about six or
seven years ago. I further state that I have no interest iu the prosecution of this
claim.
Jos. T. s. WRIGHT.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 17th day of May, 188G.
GEO. T.

rn:CELL,

Justice of the Peace, Blue Top, Jackson County, Mo.
M:rssoum, County of Jackson, ss:
I, M. S. Burr, clerk of the county court of the county aud State aforesaid, the s:une
being a court of record, and having a seal, do hereby certify that George T. Purcell,
esq., uefore whom the a-nnexe<l. instrument was proven or acknowletlged, was at tlle
elate th ereof a j nstice of the peaco in and for said county, duly commissioned, q ual i fi c,l,
and antl.wrizec.l to take acknowled gments and administer oaths, and I verily belieYe
the signat11re thereto to lie geonine. I farther certify tha,t the said instrument is
duly execntcd accordin~ to the laws of tlie State of Missouri.
In testi111tlllY whereof I have lterennt.o set rn_y hand anu affixed the sc:11 of said
court at Independence tho 17th uu.y of l'lfay, rn.:s6.
STATE OF

M.

(s.KA..L.]

s.

Bur.ii,
Glcrlc.

ExmmT 15.
STATE OF MrssouRI, County of Jackson:

Persoually appearetl before L. F. McCoy, clerk of the circuit eonrt, Joseph C. Irwin,
well known to me to be respoctahle and entitled to full credit and belief and after
being duly sworn, testifies as follows:
'
My name is Joseph C. Irwin; my age is seventy years; I reside at Kansas City,
Mo.; my post-office i8 Kansas City., Jackson County, Mo.; I have resided in this
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county for eixty years. I was a fr~ighter across the,Pfai_ns for many rears; I wa.s the
senior partner of the firm of Irwm, Jackman & Co., for transportmg Govt:>rn~1ent
snpplies to Utah and Mexico _and otber po~nts west during the late. war an~ a private
freirrhter for many years pnor to that time. I was well acquamted with ?ames
BTi1lger, the founder and builder of Fort Bridger, on the road to S_alt 1:_ake, m t~e
Territory of Wyoming, and was with Col. A. S. Johnston's cornmandm 1807, when his
army reached the fort above mentioned and where he went into winter quarters; Mr.
Bridger was with the command, employed as a guide. After Col. Johnston went
into winter quarters he leased the fort and all the buildings, consisting of a number
of strong houses built of hewn timbers, substantially built, which was inclosed and
fortified by a strong stone wall of great height and thicknefls, with bastion at each
corner, and was so built to protect the owner from the attacks of the Indhtns. T'10re
was also a corral for stock, similarly inclosed with a stone wall; besides there vr~re
several buildings and outhouses of same construction as those inside the fort, -which
were occupied in former years by trappers and traders and other families, with splendid grazing grounds, with finest water and timber, and, considering the time and the
great distance from any settlement when they were built, they must have cost many
thousand dollars. I am well acquainted with the. values of ranch property, and
know that such property would then and now be worth $25,000 or $30,000. But I
have no knowledge of what Colonel Johnston was to pay for the use of said property,
or liow long be rented it for. I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this claim.
JOESPH C. IRWIN.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of July, A. D. 1887.

L. F. McCOY,
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Ja :kson County, Ma.

EXTIIBIT

16.

{S. 4.80, Fiftieth Congress, first session.]

A BILL f'or tho relief of .James Bridger or Ws legal reprcRentatives.)

Be ft e1111rted by the Senate and House of Bepresentatit·es of the United States of Americfl
fo Congress MBernbled, That James Bridger, or his legal representatives, be, and he is
h reby, authorized to commence a suit in -the Court of Claims against the United
tates for the value of the improvements by him erected and constructed at Fort
B:idger (and t1?-e rent of s~id premises by the United States Army), situated in Gre~n
River County, m the Territory of Utah and appropriated by the United States to its
own use; and the Court of Claims shali have jurisdiction to hear and determine the
said claim free from the statute of limitations, and to adjudicate the same upon the
ba. _i of justice a.nd equity, and render judgment thereon; and said claimant and the
'mted ta~s hall have the right to use a evidence before said court any papers or
doc?-men m the War Department in relation to said claim, and any other competent
~unony relative to the cln:im_; and.said court shall render judgment in favor of said
ch 1mant for the value of a1d improvements as found by said court and from any
judgment that may be rencl red in said cause either party thereto m~y appeal to the
•~rr.me ourt of th United tates: Provided, That such appeal shall be taken
within su.ty days from the rendition of said judgment.
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stone wall laid in cement 18 feet high 3:nd 5 feet thick,, with ?ast_ions at each_ corner.
Outside of said wall was a strong corra.lfor stock, about 200 ~y 300 ~eet square, m~lo~ed
in like ma:rmer by a stone wall laid in cement, about 10 feet high and 2-½ or 3 feet
thick. together with six other outhouses." These last affidf1vits showed that "these
improvements were called and known as Fort Bridger. In the y~ar 1857 !he arm~ of
Utah commanded by General Albert S. Johnston, took possession of said prem~ses
. on b~half of the United States uncler a written contract of lease-executed by clarmant of the one part and Capt. John H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster, U.S. Army,
on behalf of the United States, of the other part."
.
This lease was for ten years from 18th of November, 1857, to mclude a tract of lnn.d,
3 898 acres, upon which Fort Bridger was situated.
'In this instrument the Government was to pay clrimant an annual ronti.;. ':>f $600.
It was agreed also that during the period of said lease tlfe Unite<l. ~t,1.~es had the
privilege of purchasing said land for $10,000, as soon as t1tl_e was est.ah~ 1sh~d or ~'?quired by claimant, which latter was prevented by the President declarmg it _a mil!:tary reservation, July 14:, 1859. That be was further prevented from completrng his
ti tie becau.se of the loss of his agreement with the governor of Chihuahua, Mexico,
who agreed to grant to him near 5,000 acres of land in Green River country (including the land wnere Fort Bridger now standsJ, in conside ation of his planting his
colony at said _Point. T~1e establishment of a military reseryation <?Ver said lands
defeated any rights he m1ght hav" under the treaty of 1848 with Mexico.
The evidence further shows that these improvements cost claimant about $20,000,
and from the statement of the Commissioner of the General Land Office could not
acquire title because there was no way to do so at that date; the Territorial organization was not then effected and no facilities existed for the survey of this land, and
hence no possible way for claimant to perfect his title for the various reasons above
enumerated.
CHAS. M. CARTF.R,
.Attorney for claimant, room 65, Corcoran Build-ing, CUy.

EXIIIBIT 18.
IN THE M6-TTER OF

TIIE

CLAIM OF JAMES BRIDGER.

Honorable COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS,
United States Senate:
Under the auspices of the governor of Chihuahua, in 1843, before the Mexican wa.r,
Capt. James Bridger was induced under a a promise by the Government of a large
grant of land to establish a colony in Green River country, Utah, then Mexican territory, which he did at great expense, and erected Fort Bridger for protection against
Indians, at a cost of over $20)000.
Under the Spanish rule he was to plant said colony and retain possession of the
country for a term of years before he was to receive the title to that grant.
The Mexican war entirely changed his plans, as under the treaty of 2d February,
184.8, his possessions beca.me a part of the United States territory. He then felt easy,
as he was protected in all bis possessory rights by treaty, and as it was generally understood that the protective policy of the United States (which protected the persons
and property of the Spanish and French subjects in the acquisition of Florida and
Louisiana) would be also extended over all who came under our flag from Mexico.
In this belief he rested. contented, as he believed himself under the most liberal and
just Government on e(l,r'~h. By treaty he became an American citizen without doing
a thing on his part. Continuing on in possession of his property, the possession was
guarantied to him by said treaty, until, shortly after peace was declared, the Mormon
troubles broke out, when his relations were again disturbed by the U. S. Army quartering in his fort in 1857.
Being an illiterate man (as will ·be seen from making his mark to the lease), these
intelligent army officers ingeniously worded the lease of his property to suit alone the
interests of the Go'vernment, and got possession of a property in which he had put
his earnings of a lifetime-his all on earth. Two years after this possession by the
Army, the President,, in violation of the sacred treaty stipulations, as will be seen
hereafter, declared it a mili.taryre~ervation, thus defeating all efforts to complete his
title, commenced under the Spanish laws and to be completed under ours.
This ruined him completely; it was his financial death-blow, from which he never
afterward recovered. He died disheartened, leaving a destitute family, at the lack
of good faith on the part of the United States Government.
The fact that the G0,vernme~t o.ffi~~rs leased this property in question at $600 per
year, and were to pay $10,000 for 1t 1i they purchased, shows that it was reo-arcled as
,ery valuable and of great use to the Army. The strong and well-built st~ne wall,
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well laid in cemont was 18 feet high and 5 feet thick around an area of 100 feet
square, and was pr~nounced the strongest for~ of the kin~ in the West.. The ~r:msportation of the cement, some thousands of miles over a wild country, with wh1c:~, to
construct that cemented stone structure, cost ·alone several thousand dollars. lhe
construction of this fort-the wall alone-in the wilderness, where material was so
costly and so inaccessible, would be reasonably worth, from builders' estimates,
$18,000.
As a former citizen of Mexico he is entitled to have his rights respected and protected by treaty of 2d February, 1848. This treaty, among other things, de~la.res
(Art. vrn) that "property of every kind now belonging to Mexicans not established
there (in United States) shall be inviolably resp ected. The present owners, the
heirs of those, and all Mexicans who may hereafter acquire said propert;y-~y cont!act
shall enjoy with it guaranty equally ample as if the same belonged to c1t1zens of t'.he
United States." Article IX declares tba,t the Mexicans who * * * shall be mcorporated into the Union of the United States". shall "be admit_t~d * * *. t? the
enjoyment of all the rights of citizens of the Umted States accordmg to the prm?1ples
of the Constitution, and in the meantime shall be maintained and protected m the
free enjoyment of their liberty and property."
lt was further stipulated that II aU persons whose occupations are for the common
subsistence and benefit of mankind shall be allowed to continue their respective employments, * * * nor shall their houses or goods be burned or otherwise destroyed,
nor their cattle taken, nor their fields wasted; * *. * but if the necessity ari:'ies _to
take anything from them for the use of such armed force, the same shall be paid tor
at an equitable price." And that these treaty stipulations (Article xxu) "ar·e to be
as sacredly observed as the most acknowledged obligations under the laws of nature
or of nations."
We ask, for the protection of the sacred rights of this Mexican subject, that the
provisions of this treaty "be sacredly observed."
-Under the laws of Mexico, and under its sanction and protection, be erected this
fort and planted this colony, and had Mexico retained possession of the country his
agreement with that Republic would have been carried out, and he to-day woultl l>e
possessed of 3,898 acres of land. But by treaty he was made a citizen of the Ull ited
States, and it is expected that the provisions of the treaty will be carried out if claim1,nt so desires it.
"According to the modern law of war, the conquering state acquires the soverei~
and absolute power over the conquered state, but it can not, in anywise, dispose of
the private rights of the conquered subjects." (Lawrence's Wheaton Int. Law, G83,
note 207.)
·
Grotius says that "by the consenting testimony of all ages and nations, good faith
ought to be observed towards the enemy."
Bynkershoek hold that every other sort of fraud may be practiced toward him,
but he "prohibits perfidy." "I allow of any kind of deceit," said he, "perfidy alone
excepted; not because anything is unlawful against an enemy, but because when
our faith has been plighted to him so far as the promise extends he ceases to be an
enemy ." (Wheaton's Int. Law, 685, and other authorities.)
_The faith of this Government is pledged to protect this conquered subject ina11 of
his rights. All law writers are overwhelmingly in support of this treaty obligation.
"'Tb Constitution declares a treaty to be the law of the land." (Marshall, C. J ., 2
Peters, 314.)
In conclusion, under the sacred provisions of that treaty this Government is not
only ple<!- d, but bouncl, to restore l"? James Bridger and his heirs whatever po~
ee ory ngh h h3:d under the pamsh laws, to wit: A patent to that 3,898 acres of
land where J?ort Bridger now stands, which was taken from him in violation of all
treaty vrovisi~n , the ?igh t law we have. To fail to do so, according to the highest
law wnter on mternational la~, the nation would be guilty of'' perfidy." This land
was to hav been !I' nt d to him by Mexico, and under the provisions of the treaty
t · ov rnm nt is bound to is ue a patent to this grant or pay the value thereof.
(Ar . I . ) Tb r an b no other construction .
. nt. laim ut i mod rate in hi. d mands, and only a k@ to have the privilege of
in ' m th
·onrt for pnhaps one-tenth of his legitimate rights under that treaty.
· pectfully submitt •
C. M. CARTER,

Attorney for Claimant.
this case was referred last session, lost all
nnd. . Upon the prooii three favorable
h
Ifo e twic :mtl Ema one•, but not the
re b c mmitte upon which to base a
ot report until we have time to file other evicle1.we, which
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JAMES BRIDGEP.,.
EXHIBIT

19.

County of Jack8011, 83:
Daniel M. Ross bein(J' duly sworn, says that he was well acquainted with James
Bridger at his fdrt be:ring his (Br_idger's) nar:ne in 1&57~ when the_ Utah arm/ took
possession of said fort· that the said Fort · Bridger consisted of thirteen log houses
built and located so as' to form a hollow square in the center of an area of about 4,000
feet square all of which was surrounded with a strong, solid, stone wall, laid in
cement ab~ut 18 feet hiuh and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each corner. Outside
said w~ll was a stron(J' cgrral for stock about 200 by 300 feet square, and inclosed in
like manner by a stro':ig stone wall, laid in cement, about 10 feet high and about 2¼
or 3 feet thick. There were also other outhouses.
Some of the houses were destroyed by the Mormons, but the walls were in good
condition when the said army took possession of t?em:
.
.
The cement used in said walls was very expensive m that remote Territory, as 1t
had to be transported an enormous distance, and likewise the large quantity of stone.
Skilled labor commanded high wages, and said. walls must have cost, and were worth
when taken by the said army, at least $30,000.
DA...~IEL M. Ross.
Witness to signature:
JAMES H. O'BRIEN,
ST.ATE OP' MISSOURI,

County of Jack3on, 38:
On December 7, 1888, personally appeared before me, Henry P. Scott, a notary public in and for the said county and State, Daniel M. Ross, who subscribed his name and
made oath to the foregoing statement; and I further. certify that said Daniel .M. Ross
is a worthy citizen and is entitled to credit. Witness my hand and notarial seal.
STATE OF MISSOURI,

[SEAL.]

HENRY

My commission expires July 9, 1802.

P. SCOTT,
lwotarJJ Publio.

Exnrnrr 20.
W ASIIIXGTON, D. C., ,Tamurry 1t, 1889.
SIR: In anl!lwer to yonrs of the 11th instant I have to say that it is irnpo:,...sible for
me to obtain more definite evidence than that on file relatiYfl to the cost of construction of Fort Bridger and its value at the time the U. S. Arm,v took possession
in 1857, for the reason that since this claim has beel1 pending before Congress Capt.
James Bridger and nearly all of his witnesses have died.
I remain yours, respectfully,
C. M. CARTER.
General B. C. CARD,
Deputy QuartermaBter-General, U. S . .Army.

This report was transmitted to the president pro tcmpore of the United
States Senate by William C. Endicott, Secretary of vVar, on January
24, 1889, accompanied by the following communication:
WAR DEPARTMENT,

WaBhington City, Janua1·y 24, 1889.
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Senate resolution of September 14, 1888, directing an investigation of the claim of James BridO"er for value of
improvements said to have been constructed by him at Fort Bridger~ and for rent of
property for use of troops in 1857.
.
In reply ~ beg to invite attention to the inclosed report, of the 16th instant, ancl
acco:mp3:nym~ papers, from t~e Quarte~master-Gener~l, s_howing the result of his invest1gat10u of the above-mentioned claim. I concur m his recommendation that a11
allowance of $6,000 be made for the improvements, bu~ that no sum be allowed for
rental of the land, b ecause the claimant did not own or have any title to the la.nd, and
becanse rent was promised only when his title -to it was established.
All t,h e evidence nn rl papers in the case ar'-' tmnsmittcrl herewith.
Very respectfully,
WILLI.AM C. ENDICOTT,
The PRESIDENT pro tempore UNITED STATES SENAT.E.
Secretary of War.

In view of the foreg:oing- your committ~e recommend the payment of
SUlll of $6,ouu, as stateu in th~ lJill.

saiu

S.

UC(>,
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